Surat Ar-Ra’d - The Thunder (13)

Nouman Ali Khan Notes — LinguisticMiracle.com

Introduction

This Surah, just like its name (Thunder), will have warning in it. It will pick up from where
Surat Yusuf left off (12, 111):

... Never was the Qur’an a narration invented, but a confirmation of what was before it

Surat Ra’d continues that conversation in its opening verse, as if saying, “Now that you
know It [the Qur'an] is not made up, what is It and how is It guidance?”

This Surah has 43 ayat that are divided into small sections. It is full of contrast
throughout these verses. Here is a brief overview of the topics.

The first verse is an argument by itself: the stable nature of revelation and the
authentic source of revelation in contrast with the stubborn nature of the
kuffar. As awesome as this revelation is, most of them will not come to accept
it.

In the second to fourth verses, Allah describes the kingdom of the skies. Allah
is telling us about the place where the revelation is coming from. He the Most
High is telling us He wants the rule of Allah to be established on the earth, but
it is already established in the skies from where the revelation has come.
Then Allah tells us that they find this revelation weird and they have no
reason to; rather Allah has reason to it weird that they feel this way.

In verses seven to eleven, the people return to their mantra of asking for a
sign in order that they may believe. Allah responds that He the Most High
knows what the people are doing in their deflection.

In verses twelve to thirteen, Allah points to a sign. Look to the thunder and
lightning in the sky.

Then, Allah proceeds. Now that you know Allah’s Power, like in any religion
where people raise their hands in prayer or worship, why would you ask
anyone else? Allah mentions the futility of making du’aa (supplicate) to
anyone else.

Next, Allah talks about that which comes after thunder and lightning — rain.
Allah uses the example of rain to talk about a process in creation that He the
Most high has. It is a cleansing process. This is part of the sunnah (tradition)
of Allah in creation. So if you know that Allah cleans away filth, why do you
think you are safe if you do not believe? This is a very powerful example in
the Qur'an.

In contrast, Allah congratulates those who believe and may the disbelievers
be cursed. It is inevitable.

So the disbelievers wonder why the believers are being congratulated if they
themselves (the disbelievers) are enjoying blessings in this world? Allah
addresses this issue in verse twenty-six. It is like a dialogue.

In verses twenty-seven to thirty-two, the people again ask for a miracle. Now,
Allah tells them instead of asking for a miracle, why do they not reflect upon
Allah’s Names and Qualities/Attributes. If they do not want to do that, leave
them alone; let them continue to make fun of this religion.



¢ Allah then turns back in response. Obviously if you do not reflect upon the
Names of Allah you have no consideration for tawhid.

e In the thirty-third to thirty-sixth verses, basically Allah tells the people their
shirk has no value, no truth to it. No one will come to help them in the end.
Allah rhetorically asks the mushrikun why they are not more like the people
they themselves consider more intelligent than them (i.e. the People of the
Book). There is a group from the People of the Book who were so delighted
and overjoyed that the revelation (the promise of Allah) had come in their
lifetime. Another group from among them, however, were like the mushrikun.
They because of the deviations and crookedness they had introduced in their
religion, had become losers just like you. And the Messenger is being told to
not be swayed by them; they will seem educated, but they will have their own
agenda.

¢ In verses thirty-eight to forty-three, Allah is speaking to the Messenger.
Messengers were sent before him on a mission and now he is being sent on
a mission. They are asking for signs and Allah is showing them signs little by
little. There is an interesting twist this surah presents at the end; a new kind
of argument. The parable to what Allah is showing them is directly related to
thunder. We will discover that when we get to the end.

Now let’s begin. Bismillah.
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Alif-lam-mim-ra. Those are the miraculous signs of the Book; and what has been sent
down to you from your Master is truth, however, most people are not going to believe.
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Allah is the One Who raised the sky without any pillars that you can see. Then, He rose
upon the Throne and He subdued the sun and the moon and put them to work.
Everything is moving, flowing until a given time. He plans out the steps. He clarifies the
ayat so that you will become completely convinced especially of meeting with your
Master.

The construction “Allah is the One Who raised the sky”

This is often seen in one of two ways
(1) Allahu alladhee rafa’a as-samaawaat / bi ghayri 3amadin wa tarana-haa
(2) Allahu alladhee rafa’a as-samaawaat bi ghayri 3amadin wa tarana-haa

What is the benefit of adding the descriptor at some times and not at others?

In this verse, revelation was just discussed. Revelation comes from the sky. And so the
elevation of the sky and how high it is and how it stands by itself without any support are
all mentioned to show how great revelation itself is. The road revelation takes to come to
us itself is incredible and has no beams holding upon itself.

Taskhir | Word Analysis
It means “to subdue something and put it to work”. It is like we domesticate animals and
they do what we tell them to do.

Allah proceeds to give us a description of the universe. The sun and the moon,
everything is moving. Of course, we know in nature everything is moving. Inside every
single cell or atom, everything is moving. Life is in a constant state of motion. Allah tells
us this movement is only until a certain time. Then, one day, the Trumpet will be blown
into and everything will become still. Until then, everything is in motion. Motion also
implies change. So everything is moving and altering and transforming until a given time.

The steps in change are all planned by Allah. Change is always happening around us
and in us. One thing that is constant, however, is that we are constantly progressing
toward death. So if we realize that everything in the universe is changing and has an
end, we must realize that we have an end and meeting with Allah. We must be
convinced — the motion of the entire universe is being used to invoke this understanding
in us.
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And He is the One Who stretched the earth out and He placed in it pegged ones and
rivers. And from all kinds of fruit He placed in it two pairs. He causes the night to cover
the day (or He causes the day to cover the night). In all of that there are multiple signs

for people who want to put the effort of thinking (they want to engage themselves in
thought).

LY

Rawaasiya | Word Analysis
A word for mountains. It is when the larger part of the mountain is below the earth, and
the smaller part of the mountain is above the earth.

Also, what land seems more stretched than the desert? It seems to extend forever and
ever. For this reason, when Allah mentions that land has been stretched out, the Arabs
can very easily think that this is referring to them and personalize the address.

The imagery Allah has depicted for us is land, mountains, and then rivers flowing
through them. Keep this imagery in mind because it will be used again in the surah.
Obviously, if there is such fertile land (i.e. irrigated with rivers and protected by
mountains), there will be plenty of fruit. Interestingly, Makkah does not enjoy this! It is
surrounded by two mountains, it has the zamzam water supply, but it does not have fruit
coming to it from that land. Instead, its fruits come to it from everywhere else. [Ibrahim
‘alayhi as-salam had prayed to Allah that his family be provided from all kinds of fruit (14,
37), so Allah provided for the area through the caravans of the winter and summer (106,

2)].

Every fruit is of two kinds of variations. Some scholars say this is the female and male
species of plants; other fruits have both kinds together; other fruits have two flavors (e.g.
tasty from one tree, but not as tasty from another tree).
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And especially in the land, barks of tree that are right next to each other and gardens of
grapes and all kinds of crops and palm trees growing from a single stem or from several

stems, watered with one water. And We give preference to some over others in the

texture of fruit. In all of that there are many miraculous thoughts for those who apply their
intellect (give thought).

Tajaawira | Word Analysis
Literally, it means “to be neighbors to one another”. It is like looking down the road and
seeing rows and rows of trees, even though they were not planted this way.

Sinwaan | Word Analysis
I) For adate palm to become firm and to stand on a single stem.
II) To be made of many branches

Why water?
Allah is making mention of different kinds of trees being watered with one water source

to make us think deeply. In this surah, we learn repeatedly that water is a parallel for
revelation itself. Water is pure and it purifies. Revelation is pure and it purifies. Water
comes from the sky and gives life to the earth. Revelation comes from the sky and give
life to the earth. Water comes, different kinds of plants benefit. Revelation comes,
different kinds of people benefit. And sometimes the same tree is drinking the same
water from its roots and supplying it to all of its fruits, but some fruits will come out rich,
and others will come out poor. This is just like households where one person may
believe and another will not.

Next time you think about the plants in a garden, think about the different people and
how they vary in their response to the same message.

Some plants are also able to give life to other plants. For example, trees that give shade
to shade-loving plants. Messengers are like this; they take all the heat and they provide
all the shade, while themselves having the deepest roots.
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And if you are in shock, then their words are shocking, “When we are going to be in the
dirt, are we really going to be brought out as new creation?” Those are the ones that
have disbelieved in their Master and they are the ones who are going to have chains

(linked from one person to the next) around their necks. Those are the people of Hellfire
in which they shall remain.

Who is this verse talking to and what is it talking about?

I. Itis talking to the Messenger of Allah sabout the disbelief of the people and it
being weird. It is understandable that he lould find what they are saying to
be weird because it is weird. Why are they questioning something if it was
just mentioned by Allah? Did they not just hear Allah say that He the Most
High would be bringing things back to meet with Him? How are they shocked
that they will be returned from dirt?

Il. Itis talking to the disbelievers about their own words being shocking.

This would be shifting from second-person to third-person and may give
favorability for option I.

Aghlaal | Word Analysis

This refers to “chains that tie multiple things together”. This is one person being chained
by the neck, linked to the next person, linked to more people. When one is pulled, they
are all yanked.

In some narrations we learn that one is chained to the people he misguided; also to the
people that he did not take any responsibility for (he did not make da‘wah to them). All of
us fall into this possibility.

These people will have metal around their neck while they are in fire. So the metal itself
will also be burning.

The next surah will also talk about chains, but it will refer to them as asfaad; handcuffs
would be this type of chain.
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They are rushing you to show the evil (harm, wrong, punishment) before the good, while
there has already occurred before them punishments like that (that they can picture).
And your Master is the possessor of great forgiveness for people despite their
wrongdoing. And indeed, your Master is intense in dishing out consequences.

These people were not asking for good from Allah. They were only asking for the
punishment because they thought they were ready for whatever would come their way.

Mathulaat | Word Analysis

Plural of muthla, from mithaal (example). It is a form of punishment that becomes
exemplary. It becomes a deterring example for others.

It also means for an image to appear in the mind. So it is a punishment that when it is
described, the picture comes to your mind.

These people are asking for punishment, but Allah has not even closed the gates of
forgiveness for them. The fact that they are even asking for the punishment and Allah is
not presenting it is a form of forgiveness for them because once the punishment comes,
everything is complete and done.

They ought most definitely not confuse this forgiveness as lack of delivering intense
outcomes. Indeed Allah is intense in dishing out consequences.
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And those who disbelieved they say and they keep saying, “Why has not a sign been
sent down to him from his Master?” You are just a warner and every nation has a guide.

They are asking for a sign so the Messenger of Allah i asking Allah to provide him
the sign to show the people. In response, Allah is saying that his b is only to warn.

Why does it not say “bashiran wa nadhira”?
Bashiran would be bringing good news. This surah is about thunder. Thunder always
carries the connotation of thunderous, difficult, terrifying news.

Why is there mention here of every nation having a quide?

This does not just mean a messenger; the Quran is also a guide. So, every nation has
its own form of guidance. Some people received miracles to see, others to hear. Allah
decides which nation gets what. The distribution of Divine resources is up to Allah, that
is not your job.
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Allah knows what every female carries and what the wombs suck in and get bigger. And

everything with Him is by due measure.

They are asking for punishment as if they do not think that Allah knows what they are
really asking about. Allah knew about them before they even knew about themselves!
Allah knows what every female (not just the woman!) carries even before she knows that
she’s carrying something.

Ghidhu | Word Analysis

It means “to suck in”. “to absorb” like a seed.

People cannot think they are getting away with anything they are doing. Allah kept track
of whatever was happening and whatever we were doing even when each of us were
inside the wombs of our mothers.



Verse 9
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The Knower of the Unseen and the Seen, the Great, the Possessor of the Greatest
Heights.

Al-Kabir (the Great) is contrasted with how small we were inside of our mothers. And Al-

Muta’al — you are low, Allah is High. Elevation is a repeated message in this surah
(highest skies, mountains, Allah Himself).
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It would be the same among you whoever was hiding some speech and whoever was
exposing his speech, and who is trying to hide out in the night or in the day.

Saaribu | Word Analysis

Meaning “to flow or move”. It also means “an animal hole”. So someone trying to hide
even in the day. There is no hiding from Allah and going unnoticed.
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For each human being a small band of Angels has been a55|gned in front of him and
behind him and they are guarding him by Allah’s command. Indeed, Allah does not
change the state of a people until they change what is in themselves. And when Allah
intends harm to come to any group of people, there is no turning back (e.g. no cancelling
it). And beside Him, you are not going to find any protector whatsoever.

‘Aggaba | Word Analysis

It means “to follow someone closely” (e.g. even if they are climbing a mountain you are
keeping up with them). Think of car chases when the follower is not letting go.

This is like the idea of having Guardian Angels; each of us has a small band of them
closely following us. Their job is to make sure that we do not die before our prescribed
time.

Some say that the band of Angels is referring specifically to the Messenger of Allah Lzt
As in, he 2bes not need to fear anything from the disbelievers because he has a band
of Angels protecting him from in front and behind. So why would you worry about the
Messenger of Allah? Instead, you should worry about yourselves because Allah will not
change the condition of a people until they change what is in themselves. In other words,
punishment for you is inevitable.

Waal | Word Analysis
Wali is more constant. Waal is the ism fa'il so it carries immediacy. As in “you will not
find a protector for yourselves even standing up at this moment”.
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He is the One Who shows you lightning and in the lightning there is fear and there is
hope, and He elevates/raises really heavy clouds

Hope because if the land is dry and you see a little bit of lightning, you will be hoping for
rain. In (2, 17), we have another parable of a person who is completely lost, then there is
lightning and he sees where to go. So the lightning is a source of hope.

Why really heavy clouds?
Light clouds do not carry lightning, heavy clouds do. Heavy clouds when they clash
together make thunder. Heavy clouds also carry rain.

If we just saw lightning, what do we expect to be next? Thunder.
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Thunder, it declares Allah’s perfection and the Angels are doing so too out of His fear.
And then sometimes He sends thunderous/lightning explosions and He afflicts with them
whoever He wants. And they are going to debate about Allah?
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The thunder is a form of Allah’s tasbih by doing His hamd. The thunder is the sky doing
tasbih. So when we hear thunder, we should automatically make tasbih and hamd of
Allah the Most High.

For us, thunder seems scary. Yet, Allah is telling us that the thunder and the Angels are
making tasbih from fear of Him.

This thunder and lightning are bolting in the sky and these insect-like human beings are
standing on the ground, arguing about Allah? Do you realize what you are doing?!?

Mihaal | Word Analysis




From mahula, meaning “to use extreme force against someone”. It also includes the
meaning of planning an attack against someone. It combines the power of haw! (power)
with hila (plotting and planning). So Allah is intense in executing a well-layed out attack
against the enemy.
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He alone owns the call of truth. And those they call upon besides Him do not respond to
them at all, like someone who stretches his hands toward water to reach his mouth, but
it is not going to reach him at all. And the prayers of the disbelievers is nothing but in
vain.

What does it mean that “He alone owns the call of truth”?

I. The invitation that Allah has is the only invitation to the truth. Any other invitation
is not calling to the truth. Only Allah owns this invitation, not the Messenger
nor the Angels.

Il. Da'wah means du’aa. The supplications of anyone calling to other than Allah did
not actually call to anyone (i.e. they are dialing the wrong number, they are
receiving the “mailer demon email” in return). Their supplications did not
benefit them at all because they were not responded to.

Allah again draws upon the desert familiarity of the Arabs. In the desert, a person is
often searching for water. He may even see a mirage of water that he will reach out
towards and actually bend forward to drink from, but he will not find anything there. That
is like the du’aa of those who call upon other than Allah; they will not find anything there.



Verse 15
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To Allah alone everything in the skies and the earth falls in prostration, willingly and
unwillingly, and even their shadows in the morning hours and the evening hours.

Allah mentions the sky (that which is high) first and then He the Most High mentions
prostration (the act of coming low); meaning, high or low, everything kneels to Allah.

Every time we even see a shadow, we should think that even it is prostrating to Allah.
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Say, “Who then is the Lord of the heavens and the earth ?” Tell them, “Allah.” Say,

“Have you taken any besides Him as friends/protectors/guardians who cannot even have
any control over themselves in terms of benefit or harm?” Tell them, “Are the blind like
the seeing? Or are the shades of darkness equal to the light? Or have they associated
partners with Allah that have created like He can create, then creation became confusing
for them (because they had made many creators).” Tell them, “Allah is the Creator of all
things and He is the Only One, the Undeniable (the Dominant).”
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He sends down from the sky, rain, and vaIIeys fill as much as they can; then the
floodwaters start carrying a rising foam. And of it is what they place into fire in pursuit of
jewelry or they are making other utensils, is a similar foam. That is how Allah strikes
truth against falsehood. As for the foam (this is actually the first foam) then it will be

tossed out (like trash) and as for what benefits the people (the water and the good soil),
it remains on the earth waiting. That is how Allah strikes examples.

The two kinds of foam
I. Foam as a result of coolness. The foam that comes from the flood that fills the
valley, taking along small debris and dirt. This foam is rising to the top of the
floodwater.
Il. Foam as a result of heat or burning. The foam that rises to the top when metal
is burned.

Which foam is easier? That which is from the water.

What does the parable mean?

I. Water is parallel to revelation. Allah sent revelation to a valley. Some valleys are
deep and can hold more water, while others are shallow and cannot be filled
too high. Revelation, the message of the Qur'an, came to the valley of
Makkabh. It filled the streets at every angle until the city could not take it
anymore so they had to remove the Messenger sahd his Companions.

As water fills into the valley, it gives life to the earth. There are some
elements on the earth that are only dirty and they rise to the top. The
believers took in the water. The disbelievers are like the foam on top. It
became very clear who would take the message and who would not.

[As an aside: it is this part of the surah that makes some scholars assert it is Madani.
Other scholars will say that this is simply foretelling of the migration to Madinah.]

Il. What is the filth of Madinah? The hypocrites, but they are not easy to distinguish.
The impurities of metal do not rise to the top as easily as those of water.
Similarly, the hypocrites are deeply embedded in the Muslim community and
are not easily distinguishable. They need to be put into extreme conditions to



be separated (i.e. the heat of battles). The entire metal is burning just so that
a few can be identified and separated.

While burning metal, one of two things is being pursued: jewelry or utensils.
One would rather to get the more valuable item — jewelry — of course. When a
Muslim goes to battle there are two things in front of him, 1) Paradise and 2)
help from Allah and the victory. They are both legitimate causes, but keep
priorities in mind.

Makithina | Word Analysis
Meaning “to remain in wait of something”. You will not stay here forever; you will move
on. But what are they — the believers — waiting for?

Verse 18
T ~ o7 0 >~ ;" = - =
N A il ;;‘.,Jr’ S | lo? T Sl
_a > -~ *"‘ic e Pl 7> s Z 4 5
e YO U 1 PN PUGH ey ",;L’;-a-?-&_h“é\-ﬂp-aj

’T  Zz s ..a,-u-' >3 -’L‘ ~ \
.}L%-\ u.....b ) § (‘-..6:- (..G.J dola 9 H.JL....J-
And those who responded to their Lord, for them is the best [reward], but for those who
did not respond to Him, had they had all that is in the earth entirely and like it, they would
try to ransom themselves with it. Those are the people who are going to have the worst

kind of audit. And their final place is jahannam what a terrible cradle (hug of a mother)
that is.

Allah has already told us that the disbelievers were like the filthy foam on water that
would be expelled. Now what if they did have a chance; what would happen to them? If
they had anything and everything in the world and more like it, they would still have the
worst.

These are one of the scariest verses. These people are not just going to have the worst
“adhab (punishment)”, but also the worst “hisaab (account)”. It’s as if there is no
difference between there account and punishment because their account will actually
feel like punishment!



Verse 19
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Then, as for the one who knows what has been sent down to you from your Master is
the truth, is he like the one who is blind? The only people who will make an effort to
remember are those with sound minds -

All the mention of being sent down constantly makes us think of the sky.

Blindness is important to be mentioned here because someone blind cannot appreciate
the greatness of the sky, he cannot even appreciate something coming from below; he
just knows it is there. So the blind would not be able to appreciate that it has come down
from the Majesty of Allah.

Verse 20
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those who fulfilled the promise made with Allah and they do not V|0Iate the contract,

Mithaaqg | Word Analysis
It is a contract where both parties are aware of the seriousness of the agreement.

Verse 21
o — A vt 4-}""’#‘ B ' F A 1d ,.-__:'E»-‘;..:-}. - :;Jf-
f_}"“d_’su f._r-_)\ ‘9_}}_}&5 d\ \ \‘.A ’L.,a.’# "o:‘;gb
ol

And those who keep joined what Allah has commanded to keep joined and they feared
their Master and they feared the worst kind of audit,

Keeping matters together

It is a very comprehensive principle in the religion. Our loyalty to the Book and following
the Messenger Asxbur concern for this world and for the Hereafter, our knowledge and
our action. Family relations are kept together and never meant to be cut apart.
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And those who were patient in pursuit of the Face (pleasure) of their Master, and they

established prayer and they spent from whatever We had given to them, secretly and

publicly (openly, announced), and they ward off bad with good — they are going to have
the ultimate outcome of a home

Dara’a | Word Analysis

Meaning “to push somebody hard to get them away from trouble”. They are saving
themselves by pushing good deeds ahead of bad deeds (e.g. they follow up any bad
deed with good deeds).

Verse 23:
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the Gardens of Eden they are going to be entering and whoever was righteous among
their ancestry, their spouses, and their descendants. And the Angels are coming at them
from every door [saying]

There are four categories of people who will make it to Paradise i) an-nabiyin, ii) as-
siddiqin, iii) ash-shuhada, and iv) as-salihin.

The Gardens of Eden are from the highest levels of Paradise. Perhaps there are
relatives who have made it to lower levels of Paradise while you are in a higher level —
an infinite amount of distance apart. One of the benefits of the people of Paradise will be
that you won’t be called down, but they will be called up. The Angels will be escorting
people from every one of the multiple doors of the Garden.



Verse 24
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“Peace be upon you for what you patiently endured. And how excellent is the final
home.”

Allah has not specified who is giving salaam here. It could even be that Allah is the One
Who is giving salaam. Or it could be from the Angels, or the family, or all the other
believers.

Verse 25
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And those who violate the promise made with Allah even after the covenant was taken
and they cut apart whatever Allah had commanded to keep together and they spread

corruption on earth. Those are the people who have a curse and they will have the worst
possible home there can be.

Spreading corruption on the earth
This is contrasted with Verse 21, “and they feared their Master”. In Verse 21, the fear

was internal. Here, the spread of corruption is external. The people are not just harming
themselves, they are harming others in the land. That is a consequence of disbelief — it
does not just harm one’s self, but it will lead to harming others.




Verse 26
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Allah expands the provision of whoever He wants and He contracts it. And they were
overjoyed with worldly life by itself. And what was worldly life in comparison to the next
except nothing but utility.

Yaqdir | Word Analysis
In contrast to yabdir. Also meaning he calculates; so it has the meaning of being precise
and giving someone exactly what s/he deserves.

Farah | Word Analysis
This is “temporary joy”.

Verse 27

Those who disbelieve say [again], “How come no mlracle comes to h/m from his
Master?” Tell them, “No doubt about it, Allah misguides whoever He wants and He
guides towards Him whoever is going to return ...

Munib | Word Analysis
Notice this means “to return” and so does raja’. Munib is used for returning in the
spiritually sense.

They are asking for a miracle again. The point is being made that if they had any
intentions of accepting the miracle and returning to guidance (fitrah), they would have
seen it and accepted. They have no intents of returning to Allah so it wouldn’t even
matter for them.



Verse 28
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(The ones who return are) those who believe and their hearts are content by the
remembrance of Allah. Know that by remembering Allah, hearts become tranquil.

Itminan | Word Analysis

This is comparable to farah (verse 26). Itminan carries constancy. It is “tranquility”. The
remembrance of Allah calms a person down. The adhkar of Allah in itself is a healer.
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Verse 29

Those who believed and did the few righteous deeds — and it is the most beautiful place
of return.

Tuba | Word Analysis
Meaning “a joy that brightens up the heart and all the senses”. It is not just emotionally
felt; it is exhilaration.

Aaba | Word Analysis
Meaning “to return”. This is more specific than raja’ because it is specifically used for
living things. lyaab is used to mean “the trip back”.

Husnu ma’ab | Word Analysis

In this is a beautiful hint. Human beings were taken from Paradise. We will get to come
back. What a beautiful return journey to the original home that was made for the human
beings.




Verse 30
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That is how We sent you in nation upon nation so that you would recite on to them what
had been revealed on to you. And they disbelieve in Ar-Rahman. Tell them, “He is my
Master; there is no one to be worshipped and obeyed in any shape or form but He. Upon
Him alone | have placed my trust, and to Him alone is my place of return and my journey
back.”

Why use Ar-Rahman?

i. There were many previous nations and the disbelievers know about them and
their outcomes. The message came to these people from Ar-Rahman. They
exhausted the mercy of Allah on them and they ended up being destroyed.
They did not take advantage of it. They were disqualified from the mercy of
Allah.

(NB: Rahim is constant. It is for the believers in the hereafter because they
cannot be disqualified from receiving it.)

ii. Whenever the Messenger isfould say “Bismi Allah Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim”, the
disbelievers would say, “Who is this Ar-Rahman?” It is as if in this verse Allah
has captured their attitude and used it against them.

Mataab | Word Analysis
This is “return” in the physical and spiritual sense.
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wh -1 2 s r S\ P LT S
}(K_,‘w')'\&g .ct.l:j_}‘JL)J\AJ }Li\c-_)-gu ,__}

:Jr' ,_,}f - .'5; R f'-:"' &{; - ;.;:— 2o ,&..:: L >
R R [ F A v
Ao - .’".:;} ,ff&; -~ e YT Pl

G 2As 1 Sl QN G s S BT S TGS
-"'f.:.a-:: E-—;J},,,ﬂ’, ",'_",""'# 4 :"‘w}f ;":.g,f f:#},.r.r
Vo) ablae s b aeayla il 3 3 5lac)Blas

And if there was a Qur'an by which mountains would be moved or pieces of the earth
would be chopped up (e.g. earthquakes) or the dead were spoken to by means of it ...
(as in: this would be it! But these people are like a lost cause.)

Rather the entire decision rests with Allah (He owns the entire matter; they are not in
charge of what Allah will or will not send at all).

Have the believers not lost hope that had Allah wanted He would have guided all of
humanity? (e.g. don’t lose hope, don’t entertain this thought when you are giving da’wah)
And the disbelievers will continue to a terrible calamity will afflict them because of what
they have done and it is still going to afflict them (e.g. no matter what they do, the
eventual consequences coming their way cannot be dispelled) and it will be unleashed
very close to their homes. And the promise of Allah will come. No doubt Allah does not
go back on [His] promise.

What happened near the homes of the Quraysh?
Battles e.g. Badr, Uhud




Verse 32 32
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And messengers were made fun of before too, and | have extended for those who
disbelieve; then | have seized them, then how is My taking revenge.

What has been extended?

This is like the analogy that was given in the lessons for Surat’l-Bagarah about
something being leashed. If the leash is short, the dog on the leash can be controlled. If
the leash is long or has been extended, the dog on the leash can run around in it to the
extent that he chokes himself with the leash.

Akhadhtuhum | Word Analysis
This is in the past tense. This is already a done deal. It is as if they have already been
seized; that is how sure it is to happen.

Verse 33
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As for the One that stands over every soul because of what he or she has done ... (the
pause is here to express disappointment; “Are you really going to disbelieve in that
One?’)

And they have made partners with Allah. Tell them, “Name them (those gods). Or are
you informing Him (Allah and the Messenger) of something He does not know about in
the land? Or is it just outwardly speech.” (In other words, you don’t want to show that the
Messenger has stumped you so you just started making stuff up.)

Rather the case is that for the disbelievers their plotting (their scheming and lying) has
been beautified for them and they were themselves obstructed from the path of Allah
and whoever Allah would mislead they are not going to find any guide whatsoever.



The last portion (they are not going to find any guide whatsoever) is in contrast to Allah
saying earlier (verse 7) that for every community there is a guide. When someone
disrespects the gift from Allah, Allah will remove the guidance from them.
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They are going to have punishment in worldly life and the punishment of the next life is
far more difficult. And not for them from Allah will be any Protector whatsoever.

Ashaq | Word Analysis

For something to be difficult. It is a task that is so difficult that it is way beyond your
capability to complete. The punishment of the Hereafter is beyond any creation’s
capacity to bear. Any creation would die if it experienced this punishment, but Allah has
commanded these creatures made for Hell, to bear it.

Verse 35
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The example of the ultimate garden which has been promised for those who protected
themselves, at the bottoms of which will be rivers flowing. Its fruit are constant (they do
not go bad) and its shade is constant (it will always be there). That is the final home of

those who protected themselves. And the final home of the disbelievers, Fire.

Mathula | Word Analysis
This is something you can visualize. Try to imagine it! Whatever you can imagine, it's
going to be far better than that.

It's like being seated under the shade where you have the perfect breeze, the right
amount of sun, a view of the water and all you can think is how perfect this is. In this
world our thoughts immediately go to how we wish everyday could be like this. In
Paradise, every day is like this.



Verse 36
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And those to whom We have given the book previously (meaning the Jews and
Christians), they are overjoyed at what has been revealed to you, and among the
factions there are those who deny some of it. Tell them, “I have been commanded to
worship Allah and to not associate anyone with Him. To Him alone | call, and to Him is
the final journey.”

The Overjoyed Group

This is when a group of the Christians and Jews come to know that a Messenger has
come confirming what was previously revealed to their ancestors.

This group does not see it as a negation of their faith, but as a confirmation of it.

One Companion (perhaps it was Abu Musa al-Ashari) came to another Companion’s
home and showed him a letter from his own ancestors who had moved to Madinah
specifically because they believed according to prophecy the final Messenger would
come here. They wrote a letter to the Messenger Asughen they were dying that they
came here looking for him and perhaps their children will see him. How remarkable is
that!

The descendants are overwhelmed that they get to see what their ancestors did not get
to see. They get to see a prophecy revealed come to fulfilment six centuries later!

The Denying Group

There is another group that denies some of the message. Denying some of the message
means denying the message. This isn’t something you can take a piece-meal from. It's
like today when people say, “The Qur'an has some nice things to say, | hear.” Okay,
actually of it is nice. We should not have low esteem about it. Those books have some
nice things to say; all nice things are in this Book.

Keep in mind, the Messenger Asiias not an academic. These scholars of the other faiths
were taking advantage of that fact because they were “learned” and they could come
presenting loop-holed arguments. That does not matter. The message presents itself
and that is its miracle. Their arguments were faulty and longwinded. The Messenger st
presented a message that was simple and easy to accept because it was true.
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And that is how We have sent you an Arabic decisive word. And if you were to follow
their empty desires after knowledge has come to you (the Qur'an), you will not find any
protective friend with Allah nor will you find a guardian.

Building a relationship with the Qur'an

The purpose of revelation is to talk to people. You don’t have to talk on behalf of it; you
just let it do the talking.

Having a Book as thorough as the Qur'an is incredible. It presents itself, but it has so
much depth that generations upon generations of scholarship are still not able to
exhaust its magnificence. It is upsetting, however, that some people allow this to deter
them from building a personal relationship with the Qur'an. You don’t need someone
else to show you that the Quran is magnificent. You can connect to It on your own. The
Quraysh had no knowledge of scholarship and yet those people were able to build
personal connections with the Book of Allah.

We should be able to turn to the Qur'an in our moments of happiness and difficulty. Not
just that, but we should make it easy for other people to feel like they can turn to the
Qur’an themselves in moments of happiness and difficulty.

A Tip for Parents

When you learn something about the Qur'an, share it with your children in an easy-to-
understand way. If you child comes to you with a problem (e.g. someone was so mean
to me today), show them how the Quran says something about it and how to approach
it. Let the word of Allah become a part of the discussion.
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And We have already sent many messengers from much before you and (they were
people just like you) they had wives and children. And it was not becoming for any
messenger to come with a miracle except by Allah’s permission. For every deadline
there is a documented time.

\

Why is Allah mentioning wives and descendants of the previous messengers?

The people would ask the Messenger ,sghy Allah had sent a human and not an Angel.
Allah is telling them (through him {L):hat even before, Allah only ever sent humans who
also took wives and had children. Why would it be different now?

For every deadline there is a documented time

Everything has been decreed to happen at a certain point. If Allah has decreed for a
miracle to be shown, then it will happen by the will of Allah. It will not be by the demand
of the people.

There is a hint in this that some sign is coming.

Verse 39
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Allah obliterates (erases) whatever He wants and He maintains whatever He wants.
And in His possession is the Mother of all Books.

The central book of all revelation and everything is with Allah. This is Lawh al-Mahfuz.
All of the scriptures sent were installments from this Book. The Qur’an is its final
installment. Whatever Allah chooses from these installments to remain on this Earth,
remains. Whatever Allah chooses from these installments to be erased on this Earth, it
will be erased.
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And if We were to show you even *some* of the things We have promised them or We
were to take you away completely ... (if that would happen, these people would be
finished)

your only responsibility is to communicate a heart-penetrating message (to them), and
leave the accounting to Us.

ET\

There would be no stopping punishment for these people if Allah were to take the
Messenger lsafvay from them. Not just that, but only some of what Allah has promised
for punishment would be sufficient in destroying these people. That is the magnitude of
Allah’s power. If they say again to let the punishment of Allah come, do not worry.

Verse 41
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Haven't they seen that We are attacking the Earth, cutting it down (reducing it from all
sides)? And Allah, He is the One Who gives a verdict. There is no one to follow up after
His verdict (to change it). And He is quick in taking the audit.

This is the verse where Allah is going to show the people something. It will not, however,
be on their terms.

Have the people of Makkah not noticed that people are coming from all areas to accept
the message (i.e. Abu Dharr al-Ghifaari who will spread it to his tribe)? Have they not
noticed people are coming from everywhere and will take the message back to their
people? Have they not thought that eventually, the message will have spread
everywhere and then the only shrub needing to be pulled out of the ground will be them?



Verse 42
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Those who came much before also plotted and planned, and Allah alone owns the
entire plan. He knows what every single person earns, and the disbelievers will soon
know who gets the most incredible final home.

The Messenger i being told to let the people plot whatever they want. It is as if they
are on an island that is already shrinking.

Verse 43
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And the disbelievers said, “You are not someone who has been sent.” Tell them, “Allah
is enough as a witness between me and yourselves, and whoever truly has the
knowledge of the Book.”

The surah ends on a very important point. Allah could have specified that the
disbelievers did not accept any aspect of belief (e.g. the Hereafter), but He specifically
chose their disbelief in the Messenger of Allah Lt

Just like imaan is basically in three things (in Allah, risalah, akhirah) so is kufr.
Everything else we know about reality is a byproduct of these three things. This surah is
ending on a note about kufr in risalah.

There may, and there are, people who believe in Allah and the Hereafter, but that’s not
enough. If you believe in Allah and the Hereafter, your belief cannot be certified and
correct until you believe in the message sent by Allah about them. This can only be
transmitted through someone Allah Himself has taught — that would be a messenger.

Then there are other people who may believe in messengers, but they just do not
believe in the messengership of Muhammad Als:That is also kufr because we do not get
to choose which messengers we like or do not like; just like the messengers do not get
to choose whether they are messengers or not. There is no choice.

One of the reasons disbelievers reject messengers — and that becomes the basis of their
disbelief — is authority. In our religion, we say we obey Allah, but practically we are
following the Messenger Ayt



We are worshipping Allah and doing as He says, but we are doing it because we were
instructed by the Messenger yEhat should be a point for us to increase our love for
Him Alyniot to feel arrogant about accepting authority.

For us to accept the Prophet Muhammad .sig a lot easier than for the people at that
time. We did not see him s a person sitting and eating lunch beside us or anything
else and then come to us with revelation. It would take an incredible amount of faith for
people to hear about traveling to Jerusalem and then Paradise all within a short span of
the night. That is real belief in the unseen. When you hear a man speak and you know
those are not his words. That is real belief in the unseen.

These are the very things commentators ridicule us for today — believing that a man
spoke to God and brought God’s words to us. The Messenger ,sdid not just give us the
words of God, but he 2stéld us what to do and how to do it. We as human beings even
have a hard time listening and obeying our parents!

None of our confirmation is needed, to affirm the status of Muhammad ,s the
Messenger of Allah. Allah is sufficient as Witness. Only those people who truly have
knowledge of the Book will realize that the one who came with it can only be a
Messenger of Allah. These people will come forward with their testification.

Conclusion

Throughout the entire surah, the disbelievers were asking the Messenger st have a
miracle revealed for them. Allah mentioned the miracle to them (verse 41): the land
around them is shrinking. This concept of change arising in the Arab lands is what is
carried forward in Surat Ibrahim.

Here is a preview for Surat Ibrahim:

The Messenger sias constantly reminded to continue conveying the message even if
the people are taunting and disbelieving. He tsifas even given the examples of previous
prophets for motivation. Not just that, but he Alsfas told to be like them: patient when
times are tough, grateful when victory comes.

Allah has told the Messenger st work hard like the previous prophets, but the kuffar
are also hard at work just as they have been throughout history. Just like him zthey are
learning from their past, but they should also learn from their future. They are rejecting
the leader sent to them in favor of the leaders of their disbelief and these leaders will
only lead them to the ruin in this world and the next which was described in the surah. In
contrast, the believers who have been struggling alongside the Messenger il receive
their rewards in Paradise.

Allah then takes the disbelievers back to what they should have learned from history.
They took the blessings Allah had given them in this land and turned it into a center of
shirk.

Then, this is the supplication Prophet Ibrahim made for these people. Look at what your
father asked for you to be and what you have become. The only thing they respected
was ancestry so what happened to that in this situation. Where is their loyalty here?

The last passage is just a description of what will happen to these people in Hellfire.
They have become the enemies of their own tradition. This is one of the maost graphic
passages in the Qur'an. It is a warning to the disbelievers, and a support for the
believers that the criminals will not get away with their crimes.



